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LAST CALL REUNION 31 OCT-4 NOV 2018 

 It is shaping up to be another fun Sea Poacher - Sea Owl get together. Our 40 attendees include Lanny/Fran 

Yeske, Chuck/Bobbie Killgore, Joe Murdoch/Linda Machado, Bill/Lin Brinkman, Deirdre Bridewell, Karl Schipper/

Joan Carpenter, Hubert/Linda Jackson, Jon/Gazie Nagle, Mike/Marjorie Kassinger, John/Annette Snook, Ivan/

Marjorie Joslin and daughters Beverly and Lessie, Merl/Shirley Dorrheim, Byron/Margaret Lennox, Dick Carney, 

James/Roseann Halbert, Roy Purcell/daughter Lisa Bereta, Richard/Nancy Clubb, Jackie Wengrzyn/son Richard 

Wengrzyn and wife Debbie; Ken/Jean Manion; and Ron Godwin. In a  new development, Sea Robin (SS-407) has 

proposed joint reunions with us as well. The Board has been unanimous in concurring with this, and we are hopeful 

some will join us in Pensacola. Other potential future Sea Girls include Cat, Devil, Dog, and Fox. 

 Pages 2-3 provide the activities registration form. The Hampton Inn has an excellent room rate including full 

breakfast and all of the amenities. Remember the Welcome Reception is on Halloween arrival so be sure to wear 

your best/worst pirate apparel. The grog will flow freely as the Association is providing a stocked bar for the entire 

reunion. And we have not  mentioned the silent auction raffle and banquet high-end auction. Items are much appreci-

ated if drawing dust and you can donate. Or the SAPO competition. Bill Brinkman is taking orders for ship store 

items to bring to the reunion, and he will NOT bring his entire inventory. So order now. And from Jon Nagle: 

 

AYE MATEY! BRING OUT THE PIRATE IN YOU!  

GET TO PENSACOLA! Arrival Night Costume Party! 

Dress Up As Your Favorite Pirate (or Wench)! 

Best Pirate and Wench receive two fabulous prizes.  

DON'T MISS THE BOAT! 

BANQUET MYSTERY SPEAKER? 

 Regards the speaker, it is a go and you do not want to miss this presentation of a TOP SECRET Sea Poacher 

mission. It includes the showing of a dozen TOP SECRET and now declassified White House/CNO documents. 

When your Editor heard it for the first time in 2018, it was not to be believed. It is still not easy! But it happened! 

And it was a total mystery to 90 percent of the Sea Poacher crew. The subject of a copyrighted book that could pos-

sibly be published in 2019 your attendance means you agree to keep what is said in the banquet room totally there.  

We are the Silent Service! 



 

 NEW THRESHER MEMORIAL PROJECT 

 It is being planned for Arlington National Cemetery in remembrance of the 129 men lost on USS Thresher 

(SSN-593) on 10 April 1963. Plans for the monument are moving ahead. It seems long overdue as this occurred over 

55 years ago. The Sea Owl made a symbolic contribution of $129 as did the Sea Poacher with another $129. Two of 

our shipmates, George Bracey and Ellwood Forni, were on board that day. Sea Owl also lost Edgar Bobbitt. As al-

ways, Thresher will be remembered at our Tolling of the Bells Ceremony in Pensacola. Check it out at thresher-

memorial.org/index.html. Sea Owl’s contribution letter included the following: 

There is a port of no return, where ships may ride at anchor for a little space . . .  

And then, some starless night, the cable slips, leaving an eddy at the mooring place . . . 

Gulls, veer no longer. Sailor, rest your oar. No tangled wreckage will be washed ashore. 

SEA POACHER AND SEA OWL REUNION 



 

 

  

  

SEA POACHER AND SEA OWL 

REGISTRATION FORM 

 PENSACOLA, FLORIDA REUNION  

OCTOBER 31 – NOVEMBER 4, 2018  

Name (To be on your name badge) ___________________________________________________________________________  

Spouse/Guest _______________________________________Guest________________________________________________  

Guest______________________________________________Guest________________________________________________  

Address________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City_____________________________________________________State___________Zip____________________________  

Telephone_____________________________________Cell______________________________________________________  

Email__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Wheelchair Access?_______Yes________No  

Dietary Restrictions?______________________________________________________________________________________ 

HOST HOTEL: Hampton Inn Pensacola Airport 

2187 Airport Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504  

Call 850-478-1123 for room reservations and mention you are with the SEA POACHER/SEA OWL Reunion. The room rate is 

$114.00 per room per night plus tax. Complimentary breakfast for two per room. Room rate available 3 days prior and after re-

union dates, based on availability. Rooms not reserved by 30 September 2018 will be dropped from the group block.  

REUNION ACTIVITY PACKAGE:  

(Includes Welcome Packet, Hospitality and Banquet Room, Name Badge, Welcome Reception, Shows and Attractions, 
Transportation and Taxes. See Itinerary – we encourage you to participate in all activities. If you must “opt out” of any 

event, please call our office. 

 ______ of attendees x $400.00 pp = $________________  

TOTAL DUE: $________________  

The total and final payment must be received by September 30, 2018. In order to guarantee reservation for tours/meals you 

MUST register by October 15, 2018. We cannot “add-on” at the reunion. No refunds on activity package after Sept 30, 2018.  

MAIL REGISTRATION & CHECK PAYABLE TO:  

GRAY LINE GATHERINGS PLUS, 155 Industrial Park Drive, Hollister, MO 65672  

 

TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD PLEASE COMPLETE THE BELOW:  

I authorize Gray Line Gatherings Plus to charge $__________________on my card  

Account #_______________________________________Exp Date___________Security Code______________  

To Contact Gatherings Plus dial 417-338-4048 

 Or visit their website at gatheringsplus.com and click on “MY EVENTS” find your logo or name enter password 



SEA OWL IN HIGH SEAS  
 These are photos from Sarah Dennett, whose father Commander Armistead Dennett was XO on the Transport LIND 

(APA 44). They and a DD in 1960 were in a training exercise with our sister ship SEA OWL. She had fired a practice torpedo at 

the LIND. The LIND was bow down and the torpedo "broached" and flew over the bow. They radioed the 405 and asked if they 

were shooting rockets instead of torpedoes! Later that day SEA OWL came alongside the DD to set up a high line transfer. They 

fired a line gun and watched it go into its smoke stack! A second shot resulted in a better transfer. Thanks to Roy Purtell for this. 

WE ARE THINKING EINSTEIN PROBABLY HAD THIS RIGHT! 



FINDING THE LEXINGTON  

Story provided by Jack Ensminger and highly condensed by your Editor. In early March 2018, the co-founder of Mi-

crosoft, Paul Allen, led an expedition 800 kms east of Australia, where he found the long-lost wreck of the Aircraft 

Carrier Lexington sunk during the Battle of the Coral Sea on 8 May 1942. Among the stunning images to come back 

from that deep-sea exploration were several from a debris field 

on the ocean bottom at 10,840 feet below the surface that in-

cluded Devastator, Dauntless and this single Wildcat fighter F-5 

aircraft. The life raft compartment behind the cockpit is missing 

its cover. From these depths, history came to light. Forums ze-

roed in on this Wildcat from VF-3, one of the U.S. Navy’s most-

decorated squadrons that included Medal of Honor recipient Ed-

ward (Butch) O’Hare where Chicago has an airport bearing his 

name. This plane is clearly marked with the squadron logo, Felix 

the Cat, based on a popular cartoon character. It is credited with four Japanese kills painted below the cockpit. The 

pilot’s name, however, is partially obscured by barnacles, but it involves the story of three Navy pilots Noel Gayler, 

Albert Vorse, and Dale Peterson. Three letters on the fuselage just below the cockpit—“G A___R”—confirm that the 

aircraft was Gayler’s, and the four kills match his total at the time. It is likely the plane he flew off Bougainville on 

20 Feb 1942, when he shot down one enemy bomber and shared two other kills, one of them with his wingman Pe-

terson. The sunken aircraft also has a bomb painted alongside its Japanese ensigns, indicating the fighter participated 

in a rare bombing run.  It came on 10 March 1942, against a Japanese airfield at  New Guinea, where these Wildcat 

pilots dropped 30-pound fragmentation bombs. They were temporarily transferred to the Lexington just before the 

ship set sail for her final battle in April 1942. Gayler was reassigned to Wildcat, F-13. Vorse was given the F-5 

shown above. During the attack on Lexington, Vorse intercepted a Japanese formation, made short work of two of 

the dive-bombers, and subsequently received the Navy Cross. Gayler was launched from Lexington, and tore into 

Japanese Zeros protecting two aircraft carriers, and with two other pilots destroyed four planes and another pair of 

flying boats in his path. He was the only survivor. Peterson, had received the Navy Cross for distinguished service in 

defending his carrier at Bougainville. He was killed the day the carrier sank and posthumously awarded the DFC. 

Gayler earned an unprecedented three Navy Crosses  and ended his career as an Admiral. His own reminiscences 

until the time the captain gave the orders to abandon ship they still thought they could launch but could not fuel. He 

said the crew took advantage of an opportunity as the ship’s service ice cream plant was in the extreme port quarter, 

and someone passed the word that there was free ice cream which was obtained as they were abandoning ship. Some 

2,735 of her crew were rescued with 216 killed. As Lexington slipped beneath the waves it was said she didn’t turn 

over. She went down with her head up and a lady to the last. Of the 35 aircraft aboard when she went down, Allen 

found 11 of them on the initial sweep of the wreck site. 

Peterson would have a destroyer escort named after him. After his naval career ended, Gayler would go on to head 

the National Security Agency under Nixon. He died in 2011 at age 96. The highly decorated Vorse ended the war 

with 21 kills and would also become an Admiral. He died in 1979 at age 65. Allen promised more research on the 

Lexington which is scattered in three pieces. Earlier in 2017, his team discovered the wreck of the Indianapolis. 

BELOW PHOTOS LEFT TO RIGHT: DALE PETERSON, ALBERT VORCE, AND NOEL GAYLER 



 

MORE BLASTS FROM THE PAST From Karl Schipper  



 

THE GREY GHOST 

 John Singleton Mosby was a successful attorney, and with the Civil War he enlisted in the 

1st Virginia Cavalry. He quickly moved up to be a Colonel, and eventually raised his own partisan 

unit. It grew to regimental size and became known as the “Mosby Raiders". He was a 

key innovator in the tactics of Guerilla warfare. By 1863 his exploits were becoming legendary and 

viewed as a less than honorable way to fight by the North. Regardless of perspective he devised a 

new way of fighting by which a small force could harass and defeat a much larger force. In light-

ning fast raids, his raiders would move in and cut telegraph lines, ambush couriers, start fires, har-

ass rail transport, and then disappear. His quickness led to his now famous nickname, "The Grey 

Ghost". Mosby’s exploits included a daring raid far inside Union lines at the Fairfax County court-

house in 1863, where his raiders captured key Union officers, including General Stoughton, whom Mosby found 

in bed, waking him with a slap to his rear. Upon being so roused, the general exclaimed, "Do you know who I am?" 

Mosby quickly replied, "Do you know Mosby, general?" "Yes! Have you got the rascal?" "No, but he has got you!" 

 The disruption of supply lines and the constant disappearance of couriers frustrated Union commanders to 

such a degree that General Phil Sheridan ordered the execution of all captured raiders. George A. Custer did execute 

several of Mosby’s men in 1864 in Front Royal, Virginia. During the battle of Chancellorsville he attacked a Union 

cavalry unit, capturing several hundred prisoners. Near Chantilly, he defeated a large body of Union cavalry, leading 

General Lee to exclaim: "Hurrah for Mosby! I wish I had a hundred like him." He was also a vital element in the 

Confederate secret service, moving spies into and out of Washington; he frequently rode himself in disguise into the 

capital. Mosby even sent of a lock of his hair to Abraham Lincoln as a gift. It is reported that Lincoln fully appreci-

ated the gesture. Mosby and his notorious raiders refused to surrender at the end of the war and the group disbanded. 

 Mosby spent his later years in San Francisco. One particular family lived nearby with a young boy who 

would eagerly listen to his stories. The two became fast friends and would play war games.  Mosby taught the boy 

Guerilla warfare and how to fight like a raider. The boy was George S. Patton. This had a profound impact on WW 

II. In a study of Patton, one wonders where he got his unique understanding of war, and was able to go toe-to-toe 

with Rommel, and win. It was from Mosby, who died in 1916 and is buried in the Warrenton, Virginia Cemetery.   

 

http://www.old-picture.com/defining-moments/Grey-Ghost.htm
http://www.old-picture.com/defining-moments/Grey-Ghost.htm
http://www.old-picture.com/defining-moments/Grey-Ghost.htm
http://www.old-picture.com/defining-moments/Grey-Ghost.htm


 

PISTOL DOWNING OF A  JAPANESE ZERO  

 Owen John Baggett was born in 1920 in Graham, Texas. By 1941 he gradu-

ated from college and went on to work on Wall Street, but by the following year, he 

enlisted in the Army Air Corps when the United States entered the war. A studious 

man, he graduated from pilot training in just five months and was sent to Burma, fly-

ing a B-24 Liberator. On March 31st, 1943, Baggett and his squadron were sent on a 

mission to destroy a bridge of strategic importance. On their way, the B-24s got inter-

cepted by Japanese Zeros which hit the squadron hard. Baggett's' plane was riddled 

with bullets to such an extent that the crew was forced to bail out. While parachuting, a 

Japanese pilot decided that downing the plane wasn't enough. He circled around and 

started shooting at the bailed out pilots, killing two of the crew. Seeing this, Baggett 

did the only thing he could. He played dead. Not convinced Baggett was dead, the 

Zero pulled up to him at near stall speed, the pilot opening his canopy to check on his 

horrendous work. Not wasting any time and thinking on his feet, Baggett pulled out his pistol and shot the pilot in the 

head. This is considered the best shot by a Caliber .45 M911 pistol of all time. The last thing he saw was the Zero 

spiraling toward earth. When he landed, he and the other bailed out crew members were captured and sent to a POW 

camp in Burma where they remained till the end of the war. He was recognized and confirmed as the only person 

during the war to shoot down a Zero with a pistol. Owen retired from the Air Force as a Colonel and then worked for 

Litton Industries.  He was laid to rest at age 86 on 27 July 2006 at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery. 

MISSION BBQ  HONORS SEA POACHER 

 Jack Merrill (C) donated Sea Poacher and RHG photos to this Lakeland restaurant to General Manager Scott 

Buczek (L) and South Florida Market Partner Bill Leahy (R) on July 28 which will be displayed. They opened ex-

actly 10 years after 9/11. Interesting to note that every day at noon the Mission BBQ staff stops everything and plays 

the National Anthem. They say: “We don’t do this because we have to. It’s because we want to.” Thanks Guys! 



 

THE DIVING ALARM BALLET 

Written by Mike Hemming and provided by Jack Ensminger.  

 As I pass between the controllermen, the oogah, oogah, dive! dive! comes over the speakers and they leap to 

their sticks and rheostats. The engine shut down air lever is hit, rheostats spun down, sticks are thrown, as the ballet 

begins. Generator electricity wanes as the huge storage batteries are called on for power. Sticks pulled to new posi-

tions and rheostats spun back up to keep the motors turning. The flurry of intense activity over, minor adjustments 

made and times logged while listening, always for the sound of water doing something it shouldn’t. 

 As I walk forward at the same time into the enginerooms, the two men in each one do the shutdown dance. 

Throttles are slapped down, hydraulic levers pulled to the closed position to shut exhaust valves and drains opened 

by the throttleman. As his oiler spins the inboard exhaust valves the 32 turns to shut it, either the oiler or the throttle-

man will have yanked the pin holding the great intake air valve open so it falls shut with a loud clang.  His inboard 

exhaust valves shut, the oiler drops below to secure the sea valves that allow the seawater to cool the engines.  Then, 

the throttleman checks everything secure. 

 In the control room, the other area of great activity on a dive, lookouts almost free fall to their diving stations 

on the bow and stern planes.  Quickly the bow planesman rigs out his planes and both he and the stern planesman set 

their charges to the prescribed angles for the dive.  Arriving soon after the planesmen, the OOD, now the diving offi-

cer, gives the ordered depth to reach and the angle to do it. Then he checks that all is well and will watch the planes-

men to learn if the trim needs changing. The Chief of the Watch having closed the huge main air induction valve will 

watch the Christmas Tree to see that all hull openings are closed.  Then he pulls the vents to flood the main ballast 

tanks and watches the depth to signal the auxillaryman on the air manifold when to blow negative tank to the mark to 

stop our descent into the depths.  The manifold operator will hammer open the valve and then close off the roaring 

rush of compressed air, as needed. By this time, the trim manifold operator will have arrived from the engine 

room. After climbing over the stern planesman, he will be ready to pump and flood seawater to the tank to trim the 

boat to neutral buoyancy. 

 In the conn, the helmsman will have rung up standard speed so the boat will be driven under by the screws. 

The QM of the watch will dog the conning tower hatch when the OOD, the last man down from the bridge, pulls the 

lanyard to close it.  There is no music to guide this dance except calm orders given and acknowledged.  Started in a 

flurry of activity, it will end by winding down quietly to a state of relaxed vigilance by men practiced and confident 

of themselves and each other. They have done this many times, this graceful and awkward descent into the 

depths.  They do it as fast as is safely possible. This is where they belong, with many feet of sea hiding the strong 

steel of the hull.  Men asleep in bunks half-awakened by the alarm and noisy ballet, drift back to sleep, confident 

they are at home where they should be. 

AND ALSO FROM JACK ENSMINGER 

  



 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT-BILL BRINKMAN 

1. Dues:  We have 196 Life and 29 Regular members (including 45 widows). If you’re a Life Member or have paid 

your 2019 dues, thank you. If not, please pay $10 for each year or become a Life Member for $100. Life Members no 

longer get reminding letters from me or our Treasurer Hubert Jackson, receive a free patch, and we continue Life 

Membership status for your widow. Make checks payable to Sea Poacher Association and mail to me at 3042 Alton 

Place, Round Rock, TX 78665-2119 or email me at seapoacher@att.net with questions.  

2. Address and e-mail changes: Please send us changes. Remember, we do not show your mailing address and tele-

phone number on our newsletters or our website. When shipmates request them, we do put them in touch with you.  

3. Sea Poacher Memorial Fund: When a shipmate passes on, we present to the next of kin a Memorial Plaque. The 

framed and matted picture of Sea Poacher underway at sunset includes a Final Prayer and service years. Funding for 

this stands alone, so we appreciate check contributions made out to Sea Poacher Association and mailed to me. 

Please indicate “Memorial Fund” on your check. 

4. VA Mission Act of 2018: From Bill Buckley. It was signed into law on May 23 and is a positive step forward.  

5. On Eternal Patrol Reef Sarasota, FL: It was dedicated on Memorial Day and recognizes 66 submarines and in-

dividuals on EP in the form of a first ever underwater reef. Check it out at www.mnn.com/lifestyle/arts-culture/blogs/

undersea-memorial-reef-balls-pays-tribute-lost-submarines. Included is a 52 minute video of the dedication and 

worth your time. You may even recognize some shipmates in the presentation. 

6. WWII Submarine Warfare-Rare Footage: From Hubert Jackson. Here is a relatively new 86 minute look at 

submarine operations in World War II that is very detailed and extremely interesting. Your Editor watched the entire 

thing. It includes many details on our submarine strategy that changed during the war. It is well worth your time. 

You may even see someone you know in it as several submarine veterans are shown and quoted on the tactics and 

situation. Check it out at http://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/164cd90df59c0820?projector=1 

7. New Editor Needed for Newsletter: From Lanny. I will continue through the more involved January 2019 issue 

to include the Pensacola reunion report and three page Eternal Patrol listing, and then retire from this three month 

temporary assignment that now has extended for eight full years. I could not have done it without the stories from 

dozens of you, especially Jack Ensminger and Bill Buckley who provided constant and excellent input for almost 

every issue. It has actually been very enjoyable, but now is the time for some one else to step up and take over. I will 

forward on a DVD what I had planned for some future issues to the new Editor if so desired. An Editor always need 

filler material/formats, and what I have will be forwarded as well. It should be very routine for at least a year until 

the next reunion. The number of personal stories have dropped from peaking last year. I am certain your new Editor 

will like more crew experiences and memories (whether true or not). There is no problem with forgetting things that 

happened, but remembering things that never happened gets a little scarier. Six months is plenty of time to come up 

to speed for the April 2019 issue. Will assist if desired. Again, it was a pleasure working with all of you. 

8. Amazing Submarine Memorial in North Carolina Mountains: From John Snook. Built by a TMC (SS) about 

20 years ago, lost in the mountain terrain for years, and recently found/restored by others. Talk about dedication then 

and now! Check it out at www.wral.com/mountain-memorial-honors-sailors-lost-at-sea/15712565 

9. Sea Poacher Final Resting and Salvage Site in Peru: From Lanny and just updated in August 2018. If you have 

Global Earth Pro downloaded on your computer you can view a good satellite time sequence of events from 2002 to 

2018 of our boat beached, buried, salvaged, and the site as it appears today. If you attend the Pensacola reunion, all 

of the information will be on display in a sequenced folder for viewing. 

10. Last Chance for 2018 Pensacola Reunion. Three months ago we had 39 registered attendees. As of now and 

with two months to go, we have 40 which is below normal.  It will still be a grand and fun reunion, but the more the 

merrier seems to be an appropriate statement. If nothing changes, the chances for a future Sea Poacher reunion 

whether it be in Chicago, Manitowoc, Austin, are up for grabs. I know we are all getting older and it is more difficult 

to travel. Nothing is going to change that. Accordingly, future reunions will be on the table for discussions at our As-

sociation meeting in Pensacola.  

11. Cruise Extremes: Lin and I just returned from a 10 day cruise around Iceland that took us north of the Arctic 

Circle. Lanny and Fran are heading south on a two week cruise around Cape Horn off Antarctica in January. Infor-

mation is available on both cruises if interested.    

mailto:seapoacher@austin.rr.com


 

MEMORIAL PLAQUES 

JOHN GREENVILLE, SO 1957-58. Departed on Eternal Patrol on 21 Nov 2017 in Morro Bay, CA at 

the age of 81. John was a Life Member of the Association and retired as a CPO with service also on 

Chopper, Swordfish, Daniel Boone, Redfish, and Pomodon. As a qualified diver and small craft opera-

tor, he was also a history teacher, fisherman, President - Morro Bay Fisherman’s Association, and Sec-

retary - West Coast Fisherman’s Association. John is survived by his wife Rosemary, three children, six 

grand, and five great grandchildren. His grandson Nathan served as Engineer on Submarine Wyoming.  

CHESTER TAYLOR, RM 1956-57. Entered Eternal Patrol on 27 July 2018 at age 81 at Taylor Mill, 

KY. After the Navy, he worked at CSX Railroad and retired as a Conductor. Chester was a member of 

both the Moose and Masonic Lodges, and Sea Poacher Association. He is survived by wife Clara, a son 

and daughter, and one brother. Chester is interred at Floral Hills Memorial Gardens in Covington, KY. 

WILLIAM H. HOLTMAN, ET 1963-65. In Baton Rouge, Bill entered Eternal Patrol on 4 August 2018 at 

age 75. After the Navy, he worked for Texaco Research, Lockheed at NASA, and then became a consult-

ant. Bill was also a Deacon in the Catholic church, incardinated into the Baton Rouge Diocese, and minis-

tered for 29 years until his retirement in 2014. He is survived by his wife Sandy, a son and daughter, and 

several grand and great grandchildren. Bill is now at rest in the St. George Church Mausoleum. 
ARLENE WEINFURTER. Wife of Larry MM 62-65 for 54 years, and left us at age 77 in Milladore, 

WI on 19 Aug 2018. She attended every Sea Poacher reunion and that included the trek to Peru. Ar-

lene’s middle name could have been VOLUNTEER for most anything. She is also survived by five 

children and six grandchildren. Arlene is now at rest at St. Killian’s Cemetery in Blenker, WI. Over 200 

were at her funeral including Sea Poachers Bill/Lin Brinkman, Ken/Jean Manion, and Arne/Evonne 

Weinfurter as well as six families from the USSVI Wisconsin Base.  

TOLLING OF THE BELLS IN PENSACOLA 

Since the last reunion, an extensive search has been made for missing shipmates primarily by Karl Schipper. As of 

12 August 2018 we will recognize 159 Sea Poachers for the Tolling of the Bells Ceremony on 1 November 2018. 

That brings our total number on Eternal Patrol to 758, and over 52 percent of all who sailed on her. It will be memo-

rable to be sure. Here are two photos of Veterans Memorial Park where the event will take place. This is a very im-

pressive place including the first replica of the Vietnam Wall in DC below (L). The photo below (R) shows the num-

ber of pilots saved during submarine lifeguard operations in World War II. There are also other memorials to visit. 

 

RIDING THE DUCKS AT BRANSON 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the families of the 17 who lost their lives on Duck SD7 on July 19 with a sud-

den storm on Table Rock Lake. Hundreds of Sea Poacher, Sea Owl, and other submarine sailors have ridden the 

Ducks on Veterans and Memorial Day reunions/events/parades and totally enjoyed the experience. However, they 

were on land and not on the lake where we used the Branson Belle. Our thoughts and prayers are with the families. 

 



 

SEA POACHER ASSOCIATION 
Bill Brinkman, President and Publisher 

3042 Alton Place 
Round Rock, TX 78665-2119 

seapoacher@att.net 


